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Flames rage at a residential
unit on Heung Shing Street,
Tsuen Wan. —— Apple Daily
photo
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Fire and ambulance personnel
participate in a 24-hour inter-
departmental drill at the Fire
and Ambulance Services
Academy to enhance their
response and co-ordination

capability in major rescue

operations.
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Performance Pledge

The graded response time for calls
regarding fires in buildings is six
minutes for built-up areas and nine

to 23 minutes for areas of dispersed
risks and isolated developments. The
department pledges to achieve the
target of 92.5% for building fire calls in
built-up areas and 94.5% for dispersed
risks and isolated developments. For
emergency ambulance service, the
target response time is 12 minutes and
the department pledges to achieve

the target of 92.5% of all emergency

ambulance calls.

In 2018, 93.8% of building fire calls and
94.6% of emergency ambulance calls
were responded to within the graded/

target response time.

During the year, 100% of complaints
of imminent fire hazards were handled

within 24 hours.
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Firefighting

SRR E G
AR 33,934 5% 0 W A 33,463 5% o SE N kK
i LT N 12 A A 307 N 3% A5 0 HE R B B A
14,775 \ 5 BB A — N BUTIES 32 45 1
HBIAR -

AE % — AR 33,463 S8 KR A
Lok =MDl B K - R R ARSI
R P T R R KA 1,512 5%
PRI B 3 3 o I R K P K AT 820 2% > IS /o
o B o R A B e (L > K SR AN
HE)) T P P R 776 0% o IS (EEE
H B SR AR 5 B0 16 KB AR A
69% o

The number of fire calls decreased from 33,934
in 2017 to 33,463 in 2018. During the year,
fires claimed 17 lives and injured 307 persons
while 14,775 persons were rescued. Among
the injured was one fire officer who sustained
injuries in the course of duties.

Of the 33,463 fire calls received in 2018, seven
were no. 3 alarm or above fires. Accidents
occurred during cooking were the major causes
of fires, totalling 1,512 cases. General electrical
fault contributed to 820 fires, while careless
handling or disposal of lighted materials, such
as cigarette ends, matches and candles has
led to 776 fires. Unwanted alarms, triggered
mainly by faulty automatic alarm systems,
contributed to about 69% of the total number

of fire calls.
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Afierce no.3 alarm fire rages at
a warehouse in Hung Shui Kiu,

Yuen Long. —— HKO1 photo
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Some notable fires in 2018 are

summarised as follows:

January 2

A no. 3 alarm fire occurred at a
warehouse in Ping Che, Ta Ku Ling. The
FSD mobilised about 120 fire personnel
and used four jets and four breathing

apparatus teams to fight the blaze.

February 12

A no. 1 alarm fire occurred at a unit
in Sau Fai House, Sau Mau Ping
Estate. The FSD used one jet and three
breathing apparatus teams to fight the
blaze. A dead body was found in the
affected unit. One woman fainted in
the corridor and was later certified

dead at hospital.

February 22

A no. 1 alarm fire occurred at a unit in
Wah Yuet House, Tin Wah Estate, Tin
Shui Wai. A dead body was found in
the affected unit.

March 14

A no. 1 alarm fire occurred at a container-
converted office in a site near North Point
Ferry Pier. A woman with burn injuries
was rescued by fire personnel and was

later certified dead at hospital.

il 2

A hill fire broke out at the hillside outside
Ngau Hom Tsuen, Lau Fau Shan. The fire
was later upgraded to no. 3 alarm. The
ESD used four jets and four breathing
apparatus teams to fight the blaze.

OPERATIONS

On the same day; a no. 3 alarm fire
occurred at the hillside of Kong Tau Tsuen,
Yuen Long. The FSD used three jets and
one breathing apparatus team to fight the
blaze. A total of 30 villagers self-evacuated.

May 27
A no. 1 alarm fire occurred at a unit in
Hin Tak House, Hin Keng Estate, Sha Tin.
A dead body was found in the affected
unit. About 100 persons self-evacuated
and a total of 20 persons were led to

places of safety by fire personnel.

June 6

A no. 3 alarm fire occurred at a unit

in Wing Chai Industrial Building,

Ng Fong Street, San Po Kong. The

FSD used three jets and four breathing
apparatus teams to fight the blaze.

The Compartment Fire Behaviour
Specialist Team, the Urban Search and
Rescue Team and the High Angle Rescue
Team were also deployed to the scene.

A total of 10 persons self-evacuated.

June 29

A no. 1 alarm fire occurred at a unit in
Kwun Lung Lau, Sai Wan. A man was
found dead from falling from height.
A total of 80 persons self-evacuated
and other 20 persons were led to
places of safety by fire personnel. One
person felt unwell after inhalation of
smoke and was conveyed to hospital

for medical treatment.
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Fire personnel rescue two stranded workers
from a fire at a tenement

building under demolition on
Un Chau Street, Cheung Sha Wan.
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Apple Daily photo
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Fire personnel fight the blaze, Fire personnel help residents

which necessitates mass evacuation, evacuate from a fire at a residential
with hoses at a building of the Queen unit in To Kwa Wan.

Elizabeth Hospital, Kowloon.
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Apple Daily photo
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Apple Daily photo
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Fire personnel help the elderly evacuate from
a fire at a home for the aged in To Kwa Wan

to a place of safety.

EBHRER
Sing Tao Daily photo
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Fire and ambulance personnel help convey Fire personnel fight the blaze with hoses and

an elderly to hospital for treatment, who chemical foam at a tyre recycling site in Tin
was injured while evacuating from a fire at Shui Wai.
a residential building on Man Wai Street,

Yau Ma Tei.
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Sing Tao Daily photo
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Fire personnel fight the flames on a truck
carrying metal waste with hoses, which caught

fire while travelling in Ma On Shan.
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Sing Tao Daily photo
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After putting out the fire at a construction site
in Ngau Tau Kok, fire personnel continue to
spray a jet of water to the fire scene overnight
to lower its temperature.
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Sing Tao Daily photo
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Fire personnel spray a jet of

water from an aerial ladder to
combat a no.3 alarm fire at a
bakery factory in Sham Tseng.

Sing Tao Daily photo
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Fire personnel fight a no.3 alarm
fire at a warehouse in Hung Shui
Kiu, Yuen Long.
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September 7

An explosion involving a storage water
heater occurred in Hung Hom Police
Station. The FSD deployed seven fire
appliances, one ambulance and a total
of 35 fire and ambulance personnel to

stand by at the scene.

September 8

A no. 3 alarm fire occurred at a bakery
factory on Sham Tsz Street, Sham
Tseng. The FSD used three jets and
four breathing apparatus teams to fight
the blaze. A total of 50 persons self-

evacuated.

September 23

A no. 1 alarm fire occurred at a unit

in Emerald Green, Yuen Long. A dead
body was found in the affected unit.

A total of 20 persons were led to places

of safety by fire personnel.

October 8

A no. 1 alarm fire occurred at a unit
on Tai Nan Street, Sham Shui Po.

A dead body was found in the affected
unit. A man fell from height and was
later certified dead at hospital. A total

of 10 persons self-evacuated.

October 21

A no. 3 alarm fire occurred at a
warehouse on Tin Ha Road, Hung Shui
Kiu, Yuen Long. The FSD used five jets
and three breathing apparatus teams

to fight the blaze. One person felt
unwell after inhalation of smoke and
was conveyed to hospital for medical

treatment.
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The department also provides a wide range
of rescue services for incidents such as traffic
accidents, mountain rescue, shipwrecks, people
trapped/shut in lifts or locked in rooms, gas
leakages, house collapses, flooding, landslides,
industrial accidents and attempts by people to
jump from heights.

A total of 37,815 special service calls were
received in 2018, with 856 fatalities and 1,466
injuries recorded. Among the special service cases
that required the FSD assistance, trapped/shut
in lift cases still topped the list of the incidents
with 13,409 cases. There were 1,270 cases of
locked in on premises and 262 cases of leakage of
inflammable liquids or gases.
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Fire personnel drag a woman
standing outside the window
back to safety inside the

house. South China Morning

Post photo
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Over 200 fire and ambulance
personnel are mobilised for

a rescue operation after a
double-decker bus flipped
over in Tai Po Kau, trapping

a large number of passengers

inside. South China Morning

Post photo
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The FSD, in collaboration with
other departments including
the Police and the Civil Aid
Service, works out a search
and rescue plan on site for a
man who went missing while
paragliding in Lantau Island.

Sing Tao Daily photo
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Fire personnel help residents

of the low-lying areas in Lei

Yue Mun evacuate to a place

of safety during the passage of
Super Typhoon Mangkhut, which
has inflicted flooding in various
districts.

South China Morning
Post photo
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Fire personnel help remove
fallen trees which obstruct
the major thoroughfares and
pedestrian ways in the wake of
Mangkhut.
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Fire personnel mount a rescue

operation to save injured
persons trapped under a nanny
van, which kidded forward
along a ramp and ploughed
into a walkway in North Point.
—— Apple Daily photo
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FSD's video clip entitled

"Fighting as One Against

Tropical Storms"

YouTube

Some notable special service incidents
during the year are summarised as

follows:

January 30

An oil tanker lost control and flipped
over at Tsing Yi Interchange, resulting
in fuel oil leakage from its oil tank.
The FSD used three jets, a foam
branch and three breathing apparatus
teams to stand by and conveyed the
injured driver to hospital for medical

treatment.

February 10
A double-decker bus departing from

the Sha Tin Racecourse lost control and
flipped over at a bend in Tai Po Kau.
The FSD mobilised a total of 26 fire
appliances, 37 ambulances and about
200 fire and ambulance personnel to
conduct a rescue operation. The Urban
Search and Rescue Team was also
called out to the scene. A total of about
80 injured persons were rescued, and

19 of them died of their injuries.

June 24

A light aircraft crashed in Shui Mong
Tin, Tai Po. The FSD mobilised about
110 fire and ambulance personnel to
rescue the pilot and conveyed him

to hospital for medical treatment.

OPERATIONS

july 22
A man went missing when paragliding
in Pak Kung Au, Lantau Island. The FSD
conducted a search in conjunction
with the Police, the Government
Flying Service and the Civil Aid
Service, and mobilised the High Angle
Rescue Team, the Mountain Search
and Rescue Team, fireboats and

divers to provide assistance, involving
the turnout of 77 fire appliances,

11 fireboats and 15 ambulances as well
as the deployment of about 360 person-
times of fire and ambulance personnel.
On the sixth day of the search and
rescue operation, the missing person
was found at a hillside to the south

of Sunset Peak, and he was conveyed
to hospital by helicopter and certified
dead later.

September 16
Super Typhoon Mangkhut struck

Hong Kong, causing, among others,
tree failures, landslides and floods in
various districts across the territory.
During the storm, the FSD received
587 fire calls, 1,241 special service calls

and 3,768 ambulance calls.

December 10

An unmanned 19-seat minibus
knocked down a number of pedestrians
at the junction of King's Road and

Hei Wo Street in North Point. The
FSD mobilised a total of nine fire
appliances, 15 ambulances, and about
80 fire and ambulance personnel to
conduct a rescue operation. The Urban
Search and Rescue Team was also
called out to the scene. A total of

13 injured persons were rescued, and

four of them died of their injuries.
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In 2018, the Ambulance Command responded to

804,685 calls, representing an average of 2,205
calls per day. A total of 712,986 patients or a daily
average of 1,953 patients were handled.

As at December 31, 2018, the FSD operated a fleet
of 381 ambulances. Apart from the ambulances,

the department also manages two Paramedic
Equipment Tenders, 41 Emergency Medical
Assistant Motorcycles (EMAMCs), four Mobile
Casualty Treatment Centres, four Rapid Response
Vehicles (RRVs) and six Village Ambulances to
serve the community.
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Ambulance personnel are

engaged in simulated rescue

of injured passengers in a joint
drill conducted at the West
Kowloon Station of the XRL. ——
MTR photo
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— HERBEREHR
Ambulance personnel provide
emergency treatment on site to
injured persons after a nanny
van lost control and ploughed
into a walkway in North Point.

— Apple Daily photo

All emergency ambulances, EMAMCs
and RRVs are manned at the paramedic
level. Apart from using resuscitative
equipment such as automated external
defibrillators, paramedic supervisors
can apply various drugs for easing
illnesses such as diabetic emergencies,
anaphylaxis, hypovolemic shock,
cardiac chest pain, shortness of breath,
seizure and drug overdose, or alleviating

patients’ suffering.

All RRV officers and selected
ambulance supervisors can administer
adrenaline via intravenous or
intraosseous route for cardiac arrest
patients. Furthermore, qualified RRV
officers can use Portable Ultrasound
Sonography in handling major trauma
patients who are suspected to have
intra-abdominal bleeding in order to
determine whether trauma diversion

is required.
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To enhance knowledge and sharpen the
skills of the paramedic supervisors on
human anatomy and pathophysiology,
a collaborative teaching programme
entitled “Silent Teacher Scheme”, which
includes an illustration of different
human organs and practice of clinical
skills, has been conducted by the
department and the Chinese University

of Hong Kong.
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Mobilising and Communications
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The Fire Services Communications Centre (FSCC),
manned round-the-clock and equipped with the

Third Generation Mobilising System, mobilises all
firefighting and ambulance resources to provide timely
fire and ambulance services to the community. The
centre also receives complaints about fire hazards and
dangerous goods and acts as an emergency
co-ordinator for other government departments and
public utilities during large-scale emergencies or
major calamities.

The use of Digital Trunked Radio System ensures
effective and efficient radio communications at the
scenes of incidents.

OPERATIONS

133,632
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Post-dispatch Advice
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Since May 2011, the department has gradually offered
post-dispatch advice (PDA) to callers in respect of six
common types of injuries and sicknesses. To further

enhance the Emergency Ambulance Service (EAS), the
department introduced on October 4, 2018 an enhanced
PDA service, which enables personnel of the FSCC to
provide callers with immediate, comprehensive and
appropriate advice on more than 30 types of injuries

and sicknesses (including physical trauma, loss of
consciousness and cardiac arrest) after dispatching
ambulances.

PDA is simple and easy to follow. Also, the computer
system will automatically send the patient information to
the responding ambulance or fire appliance to enable
the responding crew to make better preparation before
arrival at the scene. With provision of PDA, the caller can
also help to stabilise the patient's condition before the
arrival of an ambulance. As at the end of 2018, the FSCC
provided PDA for 133,632 EAS callers.

The protocols incorporated in the computer system were
developed by the International Academies of Emergency
Dispatch. Similar computer systems and corresponding
protocols have been adopted by some 3,000 mobilising
centres of emergency services in more than 40 regions,
including the Mainland, the United States, Canada,

the United Kingdom, France, Australia, etc. All FSCC
personnel have been trained to become emergency
medical dispatchers and a Quality Improvement Unit has
been set up to ensure the satisfactory delivery of PDA.
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Airport Fire Contingent
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The primary role of the 243 staffed Airport Fire
Contingent is to provide aerodrome rescue and
firefighting (ARFF) services for the Hong Kong
International Airport (HKIA). The contingent, which
comprises two fire stations and two rescue berths at
strategic locations in the airport, is equipped with
14 fire appliances, two ambulances, two command
boats and eight speedboats.

In view of the high potential of mass casualty
emergency arising from an aircraft accident, the
contingent adopts a timely response conforming

to the International Civil Aviation Organisation
recommendations. Our response times to any point

of each runway and any other part of the movement
area within the HKIA in optimum visibility and surface
conditions are two minutes and three minutes
respectively. In 2018, the contingent responded to 125
incidents involving aircrafts and 1,412 ambulance calls.

Along with the development of the three-runway
system, two new airside fire stations, each equipped
with seven fire appliances and one ambulance, will be
established at strategic locations in 2022 and 2024
respectively to provide sufficient ARFF services.
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Fireboat Section
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The Fireboat Section of the Marine and Diving
Division under the Hong Kong Command operates
a fleet of eight fireboats, a diving support vessel and
two diving support speedboats. The modernisation
and enhancement of the fleet are on-going. The two
diving support speedboats were delivered and put
into commission in November 2018. The new vessels
can cruise at 40 knots, which facilitates a faster
response of the FSD divers, and allows the divers

to have more deck space for underwater search

and rescue.

Inter alia, the construction of new Fireboat 7 is
underway. The new vessel will be equipped with
facilities for handling chemical, biological, radiological
and nuclear incidents by monitoring the scene,
protecting the emergency response team working
on board and decontaminating the personnel

on site. The mobility of the vessel will be enhanced
with her high cruising speed of not less than
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35 knots. The new Fireboat 7 is expected to be
delivered in November 2019.

Also underway is the tendering procedure for the
procurement of a new fireboat and a fast rescue
vessel for serving the eastern waters of Hong Kong.
In co-operation with the Marine Department, the
tendering for the new fireboat is expected to be
finalised in the first quarter of 2019.

To uplift the maritime search and rescue capability
and promote navigational safety in the hours of
darkness or restricted visibility, eight FSD fireboats
and a diving support vessel have been installed with
Thermal Night Vision Camera in August 2018.

lagS il
Diving Unit
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The Diving Unit has six diving teams, comprises about
150 divers who are responsible for all underwater
search and aquatic rescue operations to a maximum
depth of 50 metres within Hong Kong waters by using
both compressed air and mixed gas diving equipment.
The Unit also manages the FSD Compression Chamber
Facility for hyperbaric oxygen treatment in collaboration
with medical staff of the Labour Department.

The Diving Operation and Training Support Team
continuously provides operational support and offers
specialised diving and aquatic rescue training to

the FSD divers as well as other fire and ambulance
personnel. Swift water rescue

training was provided to #9

75 delegates from Approx

the Mainland in 2018.

To further enhance /‘ 5 O
professionalism and

aquatic rescue capability BKE

of the Unit, six members FSD divers
were trained as Wreck

and Cave Penetration

Diving Instructors in

School of Applied Civil

Security in France in

July 2018.
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HazMat Team
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The Hazardous Materials (HazMat) Team has a three-tier
hierarchy which encompasses a HazMat Team leader,
the HazMat Support Unit (HSU) and the front-line HazMat
Group. The main duties of the Team are to offer advice
on operational strategies, tactics and safety measures

to Incident Commanders in HazMat incidents. The
members also monitor and assess the situation at the
scene, as well as carrying out offensive and defensive
mitigation measures to contain and confine various
kinds of HazMat leakages.

The front-line HazMat Group consists of four HazMat
Sub-teams at designated fire stations and qualified non-
commissioned officers from other fire stations. In 2018,
over 890 members received extensive training as qualified
HazMat Technicians within the front-line HazMat Group.

To further enhance emergency preparedness, the HSU,
a HazMat specialised group comprising a pool of 10
HazMat instructors deployed at the Fire and Ambulance
Services Academy (FASA), was formed in October 2017.
Its prime duties and responsibilities are to formulate,

W EEMEERIREE

HazMat Team leader

N EEMEERZER
HazMat Support Unit

W AREEMED K

Front-line HazMat Group

update and deliver various HazMat training as well as
participating in different HazMat execises and drills. It also
attends HazMat incidents to provide front-line members
with technical support, offer professional advice to the
Incident Commanders, and conduct quality assurance
(QA) assessment to ensure HazMat incidents are handled
in a safety manner.

i
Over

390

BEREEMERMTAE

Qualified HazMat Technicians
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Urban Search and Rescue Team
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The Urban Search and Rescue (USAR) Team has been
established to enhance the department's capability

in responding to major emergency operations
occurred locally or overseas. It is deployed in serious
special service incidents including building collapses;
landslides; tunnel or confined space rescues; trench
rescues; aircraft incidents; traffic incidents involving
heavy vehicles, locomotives and public transportation;
as well as any incidents requiring specialised heavy duty
lifting or breaking in equipment.

The USAR Team consists of 172 members from fire

and ambulance personnel who are selected from the
Special Rescue Squad with highest grading in the
annual physical fitness assessment. They have received
a stringent five-week training course comprising urban
search and rescue, road traffic accident rescue, high
angle rescue, mountain rescue, confined space rescue,
swift water rescue and specialised training in advanced
search and rescue techniques by using sophisticated
and advanced equipment.

To further enhance the USAR operational efficiency,

a Support Team, formed by the USAR instructors posted
in the FASA, will attend major incidents to provide
technical advice and support to Incident Commanders to
handle difficult or complicated scenarios. They also assist
in overseeing the safety of front-line members during the
operations and conduct QA for the USAR operations.

177

B EKKE
USAR Team members
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High Angle Rescue Team
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The main duty of the High Angle Rescue Team (HART)

is to carry out rescue operations at high angle locations
with special features such as cable cars, tower cranes,
bridge towers, scaffoldings at construction sites and
suspended working platforms of high-rise buildings. All
members have received a five-week advanced training to
perform rescue involving the use of ropes and specialised
equipment for various high angle rescue operations.

The 60 HART members in operational commands are
posted to three designated stations, namely Pok Fu
Lam Fire Station, Tin Sum Fire Station and Kowloon Bay
Fire Station. They perform firefighting duties as normal
firefighters and will be turned out for special high angle
rescue operations when required. To maintain the
competence and update

the skills of the team,

different types of on- é O

going and scenario-based

training, such as on-site SRR ER S
rescue training at the cable HART members

car, observation wheel and
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Mountain Search and Rescue Team
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The Mountain Search and Rescue Team (MSRT) and
its support team, the Mountain Search and Rescue
Support Team (MSRST), have been established to
enhance the department's capability in responding
to mountain search and rescue incidents.

The MSRST, commenced operation since October
2016, comprises qualified technical instructors from the
Technical Rescue Unit of the FASA. Its main duties are
to assist Incident Commanders in assessing information
for identifying possible locations of casualties and
formulating suitable search and rescue strategies
during mountain search and rescue incidents.

1/1

Z2ULIRREREKE
MSRT members

container terminal, are - P
provided to the members -
with a view to keeping up
their calibre.
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The MSRT consists of six Mountain Search and Rescue Units
(MSRUs) which are posted at six fire stations, namely Sai
Kung Fire Station, Lei Muk Shue Fire Station, Shau Kei Wan
Fire Station, Shek Kip Mei Fire Station, Ma On Shan Fire
Station and Tai Po East Fire Station. The main duties of the
MSRT are to quickly locate and secure persons in need of
assistance. The MSRT members have received a three-week
mountain search and rescue training and are equipped with
special equipment for carrying out quick search and rescue
operations. In 2018, there were 171 MSRT members in
operational Commands.
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Incident Safety Team
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Search and Rescue Dog Team
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Upon the formulation of the MSRT, the Search and Rescue
Dog Team, consisting of three dual-purpose search and
rescue dogs and three dog handlers, has been put into
commission since April 2017. The dogs can perform
search and rescue operations in both rubble areas and
mountainous areas.
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The Incident Safety Team has been put into
commission since October 2017. It is divided into

four teams and stationed at Braemar Hill Fire Station,
Kowloon Bay Fire Station, Lai King Fire Station and
Yuen Long Fire Station. In addition to conducting
safety and on-scene QA audits of front-line members
at scenes of incidents, the team also conducts QA
audits at all fire stations through pre-scheduled visits.
For better alignment of the standard of service, good
practices observed during operational incidents will be
consolidated and promulgated to various units during
the station visits. All officers of the team are qualified
with NFPA 1521: Standard for Fire Department Safety
Officer Professional Qualifications.
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Tactical Support Unit
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The Tactical Support Unit, commenced operation since
December 2017, provides round-the-clock operational
support to meet the firefighting and rescue needs in
major and prolonged operational incidents, including civil
disturbance. The unit comprises 72 members ranking
from Senior Station Officer to Fireman. Among them,

10 members are assigned as the Management Team,
and the rest from the three operational Commands as
well as the Mobilising and Communications Group as the
Operational Team (OT). Members of the OT have to be
temporarily attached to the FASA for core training and
relevant specialist revalidations, with a view to maintaining
their skill standards.

In 2018, a total of 26 intakes were completed with

1,612 service members performed the duties. On the
operational front, the Unit attended six no. 3 alarm fires,
15 events under the Hot Strike Fire Safety Publicity
Campaign and nine major public events. It also provided
manpower support for additional fire appliances
strategically deployed at designated fire stations during
Ching Ming Festival, Chung Yeung Festival and the period
when Super Typhoon Mangkhut hit Hong Kong.
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Special Support Unit
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The Special Support Unit, established in 2014,

is a dedicated team which aims to enhance the
responsiveness and operational efficiency of the

EAS during special festivals, multiple casualties
incidents (MCI) and major incidents. With its 60-strong
ambulance personnel, the five teams of the unit are
deployed at Sai Wai Ho Ambulance Depot, Ho Man Tin
Ambulance Depot, Po Lam Ambulance Depot, Tsing Yi
Ambulance Depot and Sheung Shui Ambulance Depot
respectively to provide coverage on Hong Kong Island,
Kowloon and the New Territories.

Apart from turning out at incidents to help alleviate
the workload of other ambulance units and meet
service exigencies, members of the unit undergo
training and participate in exercises or drills for
handling MCls and major incidents; pay visits to high-
risk locations such as Hong Kong West Kowloon
Station, Kai Tak Cruise Terminal, border control points,
the HKIA and Tuen Mun-Chek Lap Kok Link to
familiarise themselves with the venues; and deliver
talks on various topics to improve operational and
administrative efficiency of ambulance members.
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Fire Investigation Dog Unit

NEAEREBTH=ZNEBERY SHE—28
REM—BENEBER - RERSBE REREEN
ASEAEBERURRR IR - HL A
N EFBSHAERER 2HER-B—NF
+= BRI -

EXERS  NERERNERELEERNERER 8
BAARERERISESHMRA I SHEN AINREN
BhIAE A 28 - P TS EEE - P RER IR R A E R
#75 BB RE A SIEIRAWE R IRAT T A0S -

FEXNEREABE—LENEEES THZETE
BEEERSNBREERTE MM AERERN
FHEIIRFE -

“EN\E NEREAFESENTNESHNRGET
18R R BYE R A B RREE R 3% 8 B AR - SEWERE -
FER - FIRRTTEREN  E2R 1N ESEES -

The Fire Investigation Dog Unit is composed of three Fire
Investigation Dog Teams. Each team consists of one handler
and one fire investigation dog (FID). To facilitate a smooth
succession of the unit, three new FIDs, namely Goose, Stig
and Rock, were procured from the United Kingdom and put
into commission since December 2018.

FIDs utilise their inborn sensitive sense of smell to assist
dog handlers in determining the presence of accelerant
and seizing exhibits, such as abandoned containers of
accelerant, at fire scenes. Their agility facilitates swift and
efficient search over a large area, thereby shortening the
time spent by investigation personnel on excavation and
debris collection.

The three teams are supervised by a Technical Supervisor for
accelerant detection operation at the scene. The Supervisor is
responsible for assessing continuous training needs for the dogs.

In 2018, the teams were highly effective in conducting at-
scene detection in nine fire incidents and assisted the fire
personnel in confirming the existence of accelerantin a
quick manner. In addition to operational duties, they also
attended 11 publicity events during the year.
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First Responder
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The First Responder Programme aims to provide basic
life support to casualties and patients by trained front-
line fire personnel before the arrival of an ambulance
crew. The Advanced Ambulance Aid Training
Programme is in full swing to prepare all front-line
firefighters for performing duties as first responders.
By the end of 2018, a total of 4,333 fire personnel have
been qualified.

In 2018, the first responders attended to 49,886 cases
and provided service to 32,307 casualties and patients,
37 persons who had stopped breathing or had no
pulse were resuscitated.

4,333
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First responders
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On the Fire Services
Remembrance Day, Director
Li Kin-yat lays a wreath

in memory of the brave
members who gave their

lives in the line of duty.
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Deputy Director

Leung Wai-hung leads
the departmental
representatives to pay
tribute at a memorial
ceremony held on the
Ching Ming Festival to the
colleagues who gave their

lives in the line of duty.
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Over the past 150 years, members of
the FSD have continued to fulfil our
mission of "Serving with courage,
passion and commitment". To show
our highest respect to the fallen
members during Ching Ming Festival,
an official commemoration was held

on March 29 at Gallant Garden and
Tribute Garden. The department also
held the Fire Services Remembrance
Day on November 1 at the FASA. All
directorate officers of the department,
together with representatives from each
command, civilian staff, staff unions/
associations and retired members,
honoured the bravery and sacrifice of the
fallen heroes who lost their lives in the

line of duty at this solemn ceremony. Il
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